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George Pavey

From: Development Management - Planning

Sent: 12 December 2019 10:53

To: Maya Cullen

Subject: FW: Sele Neighborhood Plan SEA screening consultation - EA Response

Importance: High

 

 

From: Ingram, Becki [mailto:Becki.Ingram@environment-agency.gov.uk]  

Sent: 11 December 2019 17:30 
To: Maya Cullen 

Cc: Development Management - Planning 
Subject: [External] Sele Neighborhood Plan SEA screening consultation - EA Response 

 

Dear Maya, 
 
Thank you for consulting us on the Strategic Environmental Assessment screening report for the Sele Neighbourhood 
Plan.  
 
Based on a review of environmental constraints for which we are a statutory consultee, we find that there are areas of 
fluvial flood risk and watercourses within the Neighbourhood Plan area. In particular, we note that the boundary extends 
into areas of flood zones 2 and 3 of the River Beane.  
 
On the basis that future development is steered away from the sensitive aspects of the environment highlighted, we do 
not consider there to be potential significant environmental effects relating to these environmental constraints. 
Nevertheless we recommend the inclusion of relevant policies to cover the management of flood risk. We note that at 
present there are no fluvial flood risk specific policies within the Neighbourhood Plan which could bear importance to 
development coming forward at a later stage within the Sele Neighbourhood Plan area. We note that surface water 
flooding has been raised and addressed within Policy HSHT3 (Design of New Homes) and Policy HSHT4 (Landscaping in 
New Development). Policy HSHE5 (Creating New Green Infrastructure in SuDS) will also assist in addressing surface 
water flooding concerns.  
 
We encourage you to seek ways in which your neighbourhood plan can improve the local environment. For your 
information, together with Natural England, English Heritage and Forestry Commission we have published joint guidance 
on neighbourhood planning, which sets out sources of environmental information and ideas on incorporating the 
environment into plans. This is available at:  
 
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/toolkits-and-guidance/consider-environment-neighbourhood-plans/  
 
I hope this is helpful.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Becki 
 
Becki Ingram  
Sustainable Places Planning Advisor 
(Pronouns: she/her) 
 
Environment Agency | Alchemy, Bessemer Road, Welwyn Garden City, Hertfordshire, AL7 1HE 
HNLSustainablePlaces@environment-agency.gov.uk  
Internal: 54985 | External: 0203 025 4985 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

By e-mail to:  
Maya Cullen 
Planning Assistant 

Our ref:  
Your ref: 
Date: 
 
Direct Dial: 
Mobile:  
 

PL00615245 
 
03/10/2019 
 
01223 582746 
07833 718273 
 

 
 
Dear Ms Cullen,  
 
RE: Sele Neighbourhood Plan SEA Screening 
 
Thank you for inviting Historic England to comment on the above consultation. As the 
Government’s adviser on the historic environment Historic England is keen to ensure 
that the protection of the historic environment is fully taken into account at all stages 
and levels of the local planning process. Therefore we welcome this opportunity to 
review the Screening Report for this plan. For the purposes of this consultation, 
Historic England will confine its advice to the question, “Is it (the Sele Neighbourhood 
Plan) likely to have a significant effect on the historic environment?”. Our comments 
are based on the information supplied with the Screening Opinion.   
 
The Screening Report indicates that the Council considers that the plan will not have 
any significant effects on the historic environment. We note that the plan does not 
propose to allocate any sites for development, although it does include sites that 
have been allocated as part of the Local Plan process.  
 
On the basis of the information supplied, and in the context of the criteria set out in 
Schedule 1 of the Environmental Assessment Regulations [Annex II of ‘SEA’ 
Directive], Historic England concurs with the Council that the preparation of a 
Strategic Environmental Assessment is not required. 
 
The views of the other two statutory consultation bodies should be taken into account 
before the overall decision on the need for an SEA is made. 
 
I should be pleased if you can send a copy of the determination as required by REG 
11 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. 
 
We should like to stress that this opinion is based on the information provided by you 
with your correspondence dated 29 August 2019.  To avoid any doubt, this does not 
reflect our obligation to provide further advice on later stages of the SEA process 
and, potentially, object to specific proposals which may subsequently arise (either as 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

a result of this consultation or in later versions of the plan) where we consider that, 
despite the SEA, these would have an adverse effect upon the environment. 
 
Historic England strongly advises that the conservation and archaeological staff of 
the relevant local authorities are closely involved throughout the preparation of the 
plan and its assessment.  They are best placed to advise on; local historic 
environment issues and priorities, including access to data held in the Historic 
Environment Record (HER), how the allocation, policy or proposal can be tailored to 
minimise potential adverse impacts on the historic environment; the nature and 
design of any required mitigation measures; and opportunities for securing wider 
benefits for the future conservation and management of heritage assets. 
 
Please do contact me, either via email or the number above, if you have any queries. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

Edward James 
Historic Places Advisor, East of England 
Edward.James@HistoricEngland.org.uk 
 
 



 

Date: 04 September 2019 
Our ref: 293723 
 
 

 
East Herts Council 
Maya.Cullen@eastherts.gov.uk 
 
BY EMAIL ONLY 
 
 

 

Hornbeam House 

Crewe Business Park 

Electra Way 

Crewe 

Cheshire 

CW1 6GJ 
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Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Sele Neighbourhood Area Plan 
 
Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 29 August 2019which was received by Natural 
England on 29 August 2019 
 
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural 
environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future generations, 
thereby contributing to sustainable development.   
 
Screening Request: Strategic Environmental Assessment  
 
It is our advice, on the basis of the material supplied with the consultation, that, in so far as our 
strategic environmental interests (including but not limited to statutory designated sites, landscapes 
and protected species, geology and soils) are concerned, that there are unlikely to be significant 
environmental effects from the proposed plan.  
 
Neighbourhood Plan 
Guidance on the assessment of Neighbourhood Plans, in light of the Environmental Assessment of 
Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (as amended), is contained within the National Planning 
Practice Guidance. The guidance highlights three triggers that may require the production of an SEA, 
for instance where: 
 
 •a neighbourhood plan allocates sites for development 
 •the neighbourhood area contains sensitive natural or heritage assets that may be affected by the 
proposals in the plan 
 •the neighbourhood plan may have significant environmental effects that have not already been 
considered and dealt with through a sustainability appraisal of the Local Plan. 
  
We have checked our records and based on the information provided, we can confirm that in our view 
the proposals contained within the plan will not have significant effects on sensitive sites that Natural 
England has a statutory duty to protect.   
 
We are not aware of significant populations of protected species which are likely to be affected by the 
policies / proposals within the plan. It remains the case, however, that the responsible authority should 
provide information supporting this screening decision, sufficient to assess whether protected species 
are likely to be affected. 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal


 

 
Notwithstanding this advice, Natural England does not routinely maintain locally specific data on all 
potential environmental assets. As a result the responsible authority should raise environmental issues 
that we have not identified on local or national biodiversity action plan species and/or habitats, local 
wildlife sites or local landscape character, with its own ecological and/or landscape advisers, local 
record centre, recording society or wildlife body on the local landscape and biodiversity receptors that 
may be affected by this plan, before determining whether an SA/SEA is necessary. 
 
Please note that Natural England reserves the right to provide further comments on the environmental 
assessment of the plan  beyond this SEA/SA screening stage, should the responsible authority seek 
our views on the scoping or environmental report stages. This includes any third party appeal against 
any screening decision you may make. 
 
For any queries relating to the specific advice in this letter only please contact Matthew Dean on 
02085654723. For any new consultations, or to provide further information on this consultation please 
send your correspondences to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Matthew Dean 
Consultations Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:consultations@naturalengland.org.uk



